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1 Samuel 7:1 And the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took the ark of the LORD and brought it into the house of Abinadab

on the hill, and consecrated Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the LORD.

BGT 1 Samuel 7:1 kax pyovtan 0 vOpeg KapioBiopiy Koo v youoiv TV KIBWT v 10 KNG KUP OU K& € O YOUOIV
aTVEGOKOVAUVOOOB TV vT Bouv Ko TV EAealop u vaxTo Y ooov QUA ooelv TV KIBWT v 10 KNG Kup ou

KJV 1 Samuel 7:1 And the men of Kirjathjearim came, and fetched up the ark of the LORD, and brought it into
the house of Abinadab in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the LORD.

NET 1 Samuel 7:1 Then the people of Kiriath Jearim came and took the ark of the LORD; they brought it to
the house of Abinadab located on the hill. They consecrated Eleazar his son to guard the ark of the LORD.

CSB 1 Samuel 7:1 So the men of Kiriath-jearim came for the ark of the LORD and took it to Abinadab's house
on the hill. They consecrated his son Eleazar to take care of it.

ESV 1 Samuel 7:1 And the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took up the ark of the LORD and brought it to the
house of Abinadab on the hill. And they consecrated his son Eleazar to have charge of the ark of the LORD.

NIV 1 Samuel 7:1 So the men of Kiriath Jearim came and took up the ark of the LORD. They took it to
Abinadab's house on the hill and consecrated Eleazar his son to guard the ark of the LORD.

NLT 1 Samuel 7:1 So the men of Kiriath-jearim came to get the Ark of the LORD. They took it to the hillside
home of Abinadab and ordained Eleazar, his son, to be in charge of it.

NRS 1 Samuel 7:1 And the people of Kiriath-jearim came and took up the ark of the LORD, and brought it to
the house of Abinadab on the hill. They consecrated his son, Eleazar, to have charge of the ark of the LORD.

RSV 1 Samuel 7:1 And the men of Kiriathjearim came and took up the ark of the LORD, and brought it to the
house of Abinadab on the hill; and they consecrated his son, Eleazar, to have charge of the ark of the LORD.

YLT 1 Samuel 7:1 And the men of Kirjath-Jearim come and bring up the ark of Jehovah, and bring it in unto
the house of Abinadab, in the height, and Eleazar his son they have sanctified to keep the ark of Jehovah.

NKJ 1 Samuel 7:1 Then the men of Kirjath Jearim came and took the ark of the LORD, and brought it into the
house of Abinadab on the hill, and consecrated Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the LORD.

NJB 1 Samuel 7:1 The men of Kiriath-Jearim came and, taking up the ark of Yahweh, brought it to the house
of Abinadab on the hill, and consecrated his son Eleazar to guard the ark of Yahweh.

NAB 1 Samuel 7:1 So the inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim came for the ark of the LORD and brought it into the
house of Abinadab on the hill, appointing his son Eleazar as guardian of the ark of the LORD.

LXE 1 Samuel 7:1 And the men of Cariathiarim come, and bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord: and
they bring it into the house of Aminadab in the hill; and they sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the
covenant of the Lord.

ASV 1 Samuel 7:1 And the men of Kiriath-jearim came, and fetched up the ark of Jehovah, and brought it into
the house of Abinadab in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the ark of Jehovah.

« Kiriath-jearim: 1Sa 6:21 Jos 18:14 2Sa 6:2 1Ch 13:5,6 Ps 132:6
= Abinadab: 2Sa 6:3,4 1Ch 13:7 Isa 52:11
= 1 Samuel 7 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries
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Kiriath-jearim next destination for the Ark

GOD'S ARK SETTLES
IN KIRIATH-JEARIM

Woodhouse makes an interesting point - The chapter divisions usually stand at obvious literary breaks, but in a number of places,
such as 1 Samuel 7, they seem incorrect. It does seem strange to put a break between 1 Samuel 6:21 and 7:1, 2. The three verses
are tightly woven together, dealing with the request to the people of Kiriath-jearim (6:21), their response (7:1), and the
outcome (7:2). However, the chapter division, if it is allowed to influence the reader, will have the effect of highlighting (a) the
request to Kiriath-jearim as the end of the story of the Beth-shemeshites, and (b) the bringing of the ark to Kiriath-jearim and its long
sojourn there as the immediate background to events at Mizpah that chapter 7 is about to recount. (Preaching the Word: 1 Samuel—
Looking for a Leader)

And the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took the ark of the LORD and brought it into the house of Abinadab on the hill
(gibah) - The Ark was not returned to Shiloh, supporting the premise that it had been destroyed, a destruction that ultimately was
carried out in some way (possibly using the Philistines) by Yahweh Himself (see Jer 7:12, 13, 14, Ps 78:60). The Ark remained at
the house of Abinadab for 20 years (and then many years after that - see note on 1Sa 7:2). It was as if Israel "shelved" the Ark and
forgot it and the God of the Ark for many years! Was Abinadab a Levite? Possibly but we cannot be dogmatic. There are other men
named Abinadab in 1 Samuel (1Sa 16:8; 17:13; also 1Ch 2:13, one of Saul's sons 1Sa 31:2; also 1Ch 8:33; 9:39; 10:2), but this is
all we know about Abinadab. Was the Ark literally in Abinadab's house? The text does not tell us. It does say the house was on the
hill implying a prominent place, and possibly one of the "high places," (see discussion of gibah) that had been used for cultic
worship, but more than that we simply cannot say. The text is silent.

Abinadab, the father of Eleazar, as stated may have been a Levite, which would have been a reason for bringing the Ark to his
house. Eleazar his son is set apart for all practical purposes to function like a priest over the Ark. Given that there is no description of
deaths associated with the Ark at Abinadab's house, Eleazar appears to be knowledgeable of the Levitical rules for reverentially
caring for the Ark. Sadly, having the Ark of the One True God back in Israel did not cure Israel of the sin of idolatry, of the worship of
false gods! So during this 20 year "spiritual hiatus" (see "Judges Cycle" below) we see that while...

The ark had been returned to Israel,
Israel had not returned to the Lord!

What was God doing during this "spiritual hiatus"? As Spurgeon suggests, Samuel may have been ministering to some of the
people from place to place, giving them the Word of God, but for most of time he was in the background, and is literally not
mentioned from 1Sa 4:1b to 1Sa 7:3! In 1Sa 7:3 Samuel steps on stage to call the people to repent and return to the Lord. How
tragic that Israel had fallen into such a state of defeat and disrepute because of their idolatry! Are you listening America?

And consecrated (gadash; Lxx = hagiazo = set apart) Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the LORD- Eleazar had a great name,
"God has helped," and it relates to another great name in this chapter - Ebenezer, stone of help. He was set apart to care for the
Ark, but we do not know if he was of the line of Levi (and Aaron). Was he a legitimate priest according to Exodus 29+? We simply
cannot say.

Bergen - No genealogical information regarding Abinadab of Kiriath Jearim or Eleazar his son is provided in the Bible; however,
Eleazar is a common priestly name in the Old Testament (cf. Exod 6:23; 1 Chr 9:20; 23:21; Ezra 8:33) and it is possible both men
were members of the Levitical tribe. The fact that the ark was taken to Kiriath Jearim and not back to Shilohsuggests strongly
that the Shiloh worship center had been destroyed by the Philistines the previous fall. Further evidence is found in the fact that,
though Samuel was given to the Lord at Shiloh to serve as a lifelong Nazirite, he is never associated with Shiloh after 4:1. Instead,
his residence in subsequent chapters is in Ramah. Both the Books of Psalms (Ps 78:60) and Jeremiah (7:12, 14; 26:6, 9) express a
tradition suggesting that Shiloh was ransacked earlier in Israelite history. It is important to note that archaeological evidence coming
from the site of Shiloh seems to confirm an eleventh century b.c. destruction of the site. Cf. I. Finkelstein, “Shiloh Yields Some, But
Not All, of Its Secrets,” 22—-41. (Borrow 1 & 2 Samuel - New American Commentary)

Psalm 78:58-60 For they provoked Him with their high places And aroused His jealousy with their graven
images. 59 When God heard, He was filled with wrath And greatly abhorred Israel; 60 So that He abandoned
the dwelling place at Shiloh, The tent which He had pitched among men,

Jer 7:12-14 “But go now to My place which was in Shiloh where | made My name dwell at the first, and
see what | did to it because of the wickedness of My people Israel. 13 “And now, because you have done all
these things,” declares the LORD, “and | spoke to you, rising up early and speaking, but you did not hear, and |
called you but you did not answer, 14 therefore, | will do to the house which is called by My name, in which you
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trust, and to the place which | gave you and your fathers, as | did to Shiloh.

Jer 26:4-6 And you will say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD, “If you will not listen to Me, to walk in My law which
| have set before you, 5to listen to the words of My servants the prophets, whom | have been sending to you
again and again, but you have not listened; 6 then | will make this house like Shiloh, and this city | will make
a curse to all the nations of the earth.””

Kiriath-Jearim (07157) Qiryath Yearim or Qiryath Arim - Located about 8 miles west of Jerusalem. Means "city of forests" or "city of
thickets." Also known as Kiriath-Baal (Josh 18:14,15, 15:60). One of the four chief cities of the Gibeonites (Josh 9:17); a city ,of
Judah (Josh 15:60), evidently an ancient, Semitic "high place", hence, the name "Kiriath-Baal" (same place) ; it was one of the
places on the border line between Judah and Benjamin (Josh 18:14,15; 15:11 (where it is called "Baalah"); compare 1 Ch 13:6). It is
mentioned as in Judah (Josh 15:60; 18:14; Jdg 18:12), but if KIRIATH (which see) is identical with it, it is mentioned as belonging to
Benjamin (Josh 18:28; in 2 Sam 6:2, Baale-judah). It concluded a deceitful treaty with the Israelites (along with Gibeon and Beer) so
that Israel was not able to destroy its inhabitants (Josh. 9:17). The men were reduced to woodcutters and water carriers (Josh. 9:18-
21). The city produced at least one prophet (Jer. 26:20). It was resettled by returned exiles (Neh. 7:29).

Found in 20x/19v - Kiriath(1), Kiriath-arim(1), Kiriath-jearim(18). - Jos. 9:17; Jos. 15:9; Jos. 15:60; Jos.
18:14; Jos. 18:15; Jos. 18:28; Jdg. 18:12; 1 Sam. 6:21; 1 Sam. 7:1; 1 Sam. 7:2; 1 Chr. 2:50; 1 Chr. 2:52; 1
Chr. 2:53; 1 Chr. 13:5; 1 Chr. 13:6; 2 Chr. 1:4; Ezr. 2:25; Neh. 7:29; Jer. 26:20

Gilbrant - The city of Kiriath-Jearim formed an alliance with the Hivite cities of Gibeon, Kephirah and Beeroth (Josh. 9:17). This
coalition sent a delegation from Gibeon who successfully deceived Joshua into signing a peace treaty. Three days later, the ruse
was discovered, and Joshua subjugated the Hivites to the household slave duties of woodcutters and water carriers rather than
annihilation (Josh. 9:16f).

Kiriath-Jearim is later identified as occupying the western boundary of Benjamin's territorial allotment (Josh. 18:14). Later, soldiers
from the tribe of Dan encamped at Kiriath-dearim on their way to attack the Ephraimites (Jdg. 18:12). The location was then
known as Mahaneh Dan, "the camp of Dan."

After the Philistines returned the Ark of the Covenant to Israel, the men of Beth-Shemesh had it taken to the house of Abinadab, in
Kiriath-dJearim where it resided for the next twenty years (1 Sam. 7:1ff). With some difficulty, King David had the Ark removed from
Kiriath-Jearim in order to transfer it Jerusalem. However, Uzzah was killed when he touched the sacred object, and fearful David
placed it in the house of Obed-Edom instead (1 Chr. 13:5-14). Finally, David had the Ark delivered to Jerusalem and stored in the
tent which had been constructed for it (2 Sam. 6:12-17; 1 Chr. 15; 2 Chr. 1:4).

Men from Kiriath-Jearim are listed as returning exiles in both Ezra's and Nehemiah's accounts (Ezra 2:25; Neh. 7:29). Elsewhere,
Uriah the son of Shemaiah hailed from Kiriath-Jearim and prophesied a similar message to Israel that Jeremiah had (Jer. 26:20).

A man named Kiriath-Jearim is identified as a Calebite descendant of Judah (1 Chr. 2:50, 52f). Complete Biblical Library)

Hill (01389)(gibah) refers to a hill but generally smaller than a mountain. Some references describe the hill as a place to worship
false gods and abominable fertility cult practices as in the phrase "on every high hill (gibah) and under every green tree" (or similar
phrase) (See Deut. 12:2; 1 Kings 14:23; 2 Kings 16:4; 2 Kings 17:10; Jeremiah 2:20; Jeremiah 17:2; Ezekiel 6:13; Hosea 4:13; 2

Chron. 28:4) See also High Place smf What is the significance of high places in the Bible? | GotQuestions.org

Gilbrant - This is the common Hebrew noun "hill," and has a common secondary meaning, referring to an open air Canaanite
cultic locations.

As in English, this Hebrew noun usually refers to an elevation of sloping relief and moderate elevation (opposed to a mountain,
which is characterized by sharp relief and high elevation). It refers to terrain in general (e.g., 2 Sam. 2:25). It is also used in
phrases to point to notable geographic locations. Examples include "hill of the foreskins," where Joshua circumcised the males of
the wilderness generation (Josh. 5:3), or hill of Ammah, where a truce was called by the commanders of David's and Ishbaal's
(the son of Saul) armies (2 Sam. 2:24).

It is used parallel to mountain (har) in a number of poetic contexts. Isaiah 42:14 speaks of the restoration of Israel, that the
inhabitants shall "thresh the mountains and crush them and you shall make the hills like chaff." In other contexts hills are grouped
with mountains in contrast to other terrain. In the well known passage of the voice crying out in the wilderness, the voice cries,
"every valley shall be lifted up every mountain and hill shall be made low" (Isa. 40:4).

A common and significant usage of this noun is to demarcate the location of a Canaanite cultic shrine These were
usually open air sanctuaries. The couplet "on every high hill and under every green tree" appears sixteen times. It is an indictment
against practicing Canaanite religion, and an apropos way to describe the sanctuary. Precisely how these high places were
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constructed and what the rituals involved are not completely clear. The term bamah, "high place," was probably a generic noun

covering a wide variety of types of cultic structures. The building of religious structures upon elevations was a perpetual practice
among ancient Near Eastern cultures. The presence of trees had to do with Asherah worship, which played a role in the practice
of the religion.

The phrase is used as an indictment, as justification for Yahweh's judgment. His favor was the product of the inhabitants of the
land worshiping Him alone. Once the people violated the covenant with Him by worshiping other gods, He was freed from his
covenantal obligations to the people (e.g., to give them the land, etc.). The phrase underscores that the people had willfully and
completely violated the covenant. It was not an isolated incident; the bulk of the population throughout the land worshiped at these
shrines.

Gibah - 70v - Gibeath-haaraloth*(1), hill(30), hills(39). -Gen. 49:26; Exod. 17:9; Exod. 17:10; Num. 23:9;
Deut. 12:2; Deut. 33:15; Jos. 5:3; Jdg. 7:1; 1 Sam. 7:1; 1 Sam. 10:5; 1 Sam. 10:10; 1 Sam. 23:19; 1 Sam.
26:1; 1 Sam. 26:3; 2 Sam. 2:24; 2 Sam. 2:25; 2 Sam. 6:3; 2 Sam. 6:4; 1 Ki. 14:23; 2 Ki. 16:4; 2 Ki. 17:10; 2
Chr. 28:4; Job 15:7; Ps. 65:12; Ps. 72:3; Ps. 114:4; Ps. 114:6; Ps. 148:9; Prov. 8:25; Cant. 2:8; Cant. 4:6;
Isa. 2:2; Isa. 2:14; Isa. 10:32; Isa. 30:17; Isa. 30:25; Isa. 31:4; Isa. 40:4; Isa. 40:12; Isa. 41:15; Isa. 42:15;
Isa. 54:10; Isa. 55:12; Isa. 65:7; Jer. 2:20; Jer. 3:23; Jer. 4:24; Jer. 13:27; Jer. 16:16; Jer. 17:2; Jer. 31:39;
Jer. 49:16; Jer. 50:6; Ezek. 6:3; Ezek. 6:13; Ezek. 20:28; Ezek. 34:6; Ezek. 34:26; Ezek. 35:8; Ezek. 36:4;
Ezek. 36:6; Hos. 4:13; Hos. 10:8; Joel 3:18; Amos 9:13; Mic. 4:1; Mic. 6:1; Nah. 1:5; Hab. 3:6; Zeph. 1:10

Consecrated (Sanctify, make holy) (06942) gadash means to set apart for a specific use. Removed from common use. To be holy.
To show one's self to be holy. To consecrate or dedicate. To set apart a person or thing from all common or secular purposes to
some religious use. Everything consecrated to God was separated from all profane use.

WARREN WIERSBE'S CHAPTER SUMMARY - Chapter 7 is a study in revival. God first raised up a man, Samuel, who called the
people to repentance, confession, and cleansing. Intercession was made through the blood of a lamb (a type of Calvary’s Lamb),
and then there was victory. These are the steps to individual as well as national revival. (Borrow With the Word - excellent resource
for summarizing chapters)

Cleaning up.

The ark had been returned to Israel, but Israel had not returned to the Lord, so Samuel called them to repentance. They put away
their foreign gods and then met at Mizpah to renew their covenant with the Lord. For years, God had been preparing Samuel for this
strategic ministry, and he rescued the nation.

Looking up.

The Philistines thought that the assembly at Mizpah was preparation for war; however, Israel was not equipped for battle. But God’s
people use spiritual weapons to defeat the enemy (2Cor 10:3-5): Samuel prayed, and God sent the enemy back in confusion.
Samuel was born in answer to prayer, and he lived in dependence on prayer.

Setting up.

Ebenezer means “stone of help.” It was a memorial to God’s helping His people from the beginning to that very day. Missionary
Hudson Taylor had a plaque in his home that read, EBENEZER and JEHOVAH-JIREH. That means, “Thus far the Lord has
helped us—The Lord will see to it.” (ED: OR "THE LORD WILL PROVIDE") This takes care of thepast and the future, so why
worry about the present? God is in control! (ED: SEEJ VERNON MCGEE'S SIMILAR DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT BELOW)

The Journey of the Ark of the Covenant
1-2 Samuel

Adapted from ESV Study Bible
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Journey of First 8 Stop of the Ark

1
2
3. 1 Sam
4. 1 Sam
5. 1 Sam
6. 1 Sam
7. 1 Sam
8. 1 Sam

. 1 Sam. 3:3 The Lord calls to Samuel who is sleeping in the tent of meeting, “where the ark of God was

9

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

. 1Sam
2 Sam
2 Sam
2 Sam
2 Sam
2 Sam
2 Sam

»

. 1 Samuel 4 Philistines capture the ark (for seven months: 1 Sam. 6:1)

. 5:1-7 Philistines bring the ark to Ashdod, setting it up next to the idol Dagon
. 5:8-9 Philistines bring the ark to Gath

. 5:10-12 Philistines send the ark to Ekron

. 6:10—15 Philistines return the ark with guilt offering to Beth-shemesh

. 6:19-21 The Lord strikes 70 men for looking upon the ark

7:1-2 Men of Kiriath-jearim take the ark to the house of Abinadab (where it stays for 20 years)
14:18 Saul commands Ahijah to bring the ark to the war camp

. 6:2-5 David begins to move the ark to Jerusalem on a cart

6:6—7 The Lord strikes Uzzah dead for holding on to the ark

6:10—11 David takes the ark to the house of Obed-edom, where it stays for three months
6:12—17 David brings the ark to Jerusalem, and places it inside the tent he pitched for it
15:24-25 Zadok brings the ark to David, who commands him to carry it back to Jerusalem
15:29 Zadok and Abiathar carry the ark back to Jerusalem

1 Samuel 7:2 From the day that the ark remained at Kiriath-jearim, the time was long, for it was twenty years; and all the

house of Israel lamented after the LORD.

BGT 1 Samuel 72 ko yevBn ¢ ¢ ppog v KBwTg v KopioBiopiy 1A Buvov of P pol KXy VOVTO € KOO
TN K& 11 BAewev 11 ¢ 0 KOog lopanA 1 0w Kup ou

KJV 1 Samuel 7:2 And it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjathjearim, that the time was long; for it was
twenty years: and all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD.

NET 1 Samuel 7:2 It was quite a long time— some twenty years in all- that the ark stayed at Kiriath Jearim. All
the people of Israel longed for the LORD.

CSB 1 Samuel 7:2 Time went by until 20 years had passed since the ark had been taken to Kiriath-jearim.
Then the whole house of Israel began to seek the LORD.

ESV 1 Samuel 7:2 From the day that the ark was lodged at Kiriath-jearim, a long time passed, some twenty
years, and all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD.

NIV 1 Samuel 7:2 It was a long time, twenty years in all, that the ark remained at Kiriath Jearim, and all the
people of Israel mourned and sought after the LORD.

NLT 1 Samuel 7:2 The Ark remained in Kiriath-jearim for a long time-- twenty years in all. During that time all
Israel mourned because it seemed the LORD had abandoned them.

NRS 1 Samuel 7:2 From the day that the ark was lodged at Kiriath-jearim, a long time passed, some twenty
years, and all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD.

RSV 1 Samuel 7:2 From the day that the ark was lodged at Kiriathjearim, a long time passed, some twenty
years, and all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD.

YLT 1 Samuel 7:2 And it cometh to pass, from the day of the dwelling of the ark in Kirjath-Jearim, that the
days are multiplied -- yea, they are twenty years -- and wail do all the house of Israel after Jehovah.
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NKJ 1 Samuel 7:2 So it was that the ark remained in Kirjath Jearim a long time; it was there twenty years.
And all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD.

NJB 1 Samuel 7:2 From the day when the ark was installed at Kiriath-Jearim, a long time went by -- twenty
years -- and the whole House of Israel longed for Yahweh.

NAB 1 Samuel 7:2 From the day the ark came to rest in Kiriath-jearim a long time-twenty years-elapsed, and
the whole Israelite population turned to the LORD.

LXE 1 Samuel 7:2 And it came to pass from the time that the ark was in Cariathiarim, the days were
multiplied, and the time was twenty years; and all the house of Israel looked after the Lord.

ASV 1 Samuel 7:2 And it came to pass, from the day that the ark abode in Kiriath-jearim, that the time was
long; for it was twenty years: and all the house of Israel lamented after Jehovah.

« Lamented: Jdg 2:4 Jer 3:13,22-25 31:9 Zec 12:10,11 Mt 5:4 2Co 7:10,11
=« 1 Samuel 7 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Judges 2:4+ When the Angel of the LORD spoke these words to all the sons of Israel, the people lifted up
their voices and wept. (UNFORTUNATELY NOT TEARS OF REPENTANCE BUT ONLY OF REMORSE AS
SUBSEQUENT APOSTARY PROVES)

2 Chronicles 7:13-14 (A REVIVAL ROADMAP) “If | shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if |
command the locust to devour the land, or if | send pestilence among My people, 14 and My people who are
called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will
hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

|srael serves
/' the Lord \
Israel is Israel falls into
delivered mayilp
The Cycle  Sn&iddatry
of Sin
in Judges
God raises !
up a Judgs :::’;L;
\ Israel cries './
out to the Lord

LANGUISHING LAMENTATION
DURING 20 YEARS OF "SILENT SAMUEL"

Remember that these first chapters in 1 Samuel are at the tail end of the dark days of Judges (seetimeline above) and it appears
that Israel is again in a "Sin Cycle" (see above) as it was in the time of the Judges. Israel had again fallen into the sin of idolatry (cf
"the Baals and the Ashtaroth" - 1Sa 7:4) and God had given them over to the hand of the Philistines ("Israel is enslaved"). And for
20 years, we find Israel lamenting after the LORD, their hearts being prepared for God's judge Samuel (cf 1Sa 7:6). Obedience to
the judge would result in Yahweh granting deliverance from the Philistines (1Sa 7:13).

From the day that the ark remained atKiriath-jearim, the time was long, for it was twenty years - The Ark of the LORD was
back in Israel, but Israel was not back with the Lord and were under Philistine domination (cf 1Sa 7:13,14). It is also notable that
Kiriath-jearim did not replace Shiloh as a worship center for the nation (Shiloh was apparently destroyed by the Philistines).
Furthermore, there is no mention that the Tent of Meeting (or Tabernacle) was at Kiriath-jearim (at least there is no text stating that
fact). There is also no record of a national assembly there (see 1Ch 6:28, 31, 32). One wonders how lIsrael kept the annual feasts
during this 20 years or if they even kept the feasts at all during this time of relative apostasy? We simply cannot tell from the Biblical
text.

Technical Note - The Tent of Meeting is mentioned in 1Sa 2:22 and then not mentioned again until 1Ch 6:31-
33 - "Now these are those whom David appointed over the service of song in the house of the LORD, after
the ark rested there. 32 They ministered with song before the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, until
Solomon had built the house of the LORD in Jerusalem; and they served in their office according to their
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order. 33 These are those who served with their sons: From the sons of the Kohathites were Heman the
singer, the son of Joel, the son of Samuel,"

Twenty years refers to the time from the Ark's arrival (1Sa 6:21) atKiriath-jearim until Samuel's address in 1Sa 7:3. The ark
remained at Kiriath-jearim for twenty years during this period preceding national revival in chapter 7. The Ark continued to remain
there until David retrieved it in 2Sa 5:5; 6:2 (cf 1Ch 13:5, 6, 2Ch 1:4). Although the exact time the Ark was at Kiriath-jearim is not
absolutely certain, it would have been 20 years plus 40 years of Saul's reign and part of David's reign. So it must have been there
longer than 80 years (See Wiersbe's note below). After twenty years we see that Israel begins to turn to God.

THOUGHT - This is one of those passages that have caused scholars to jettison a literal reading of the text so
that they can give several different interpretations. Presumably they are led to do this because they simply
cannot believe the prophet Samuel is quiet for 20 years. This is another reason you dear reader always need
to observe the literal text for yourself and decide based on how the Spirit is teaching you (in context), so that
you are not confused by the commentators, who may have MDiv's and doctorates making you think that they
are correct and you are not. John alludes to this is when he says " As for you, the anointing which you
received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; (HE IS NOT SAYING WE
NEVER NEED TEACHERS!) but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and
just as it has taught you, you abide in Him."(1Jn 2:27+) John's point is that you have as much of the Holy Spirit
as any of the writers of the commentaries and if your interpretation after reading the text literally is different,
you would be wise to stick with your interpretation! In summary, | think the prophet Samuel was relatively silent
in Israel for 20 years.

Spurgeon - “It may very naturally be asked, ‘Where was Samuel all that time?’ | know not what he was doing during those twenty
years; but | have a suspicion, | may say, | have a firm persuasion, that he was going from place to place, preaching in quiet spots
wherever he could gather an audience; warning the people of their sin, and stirring them up to seek Jehovah, thus endeavouring to
infuse some spirituality into their national life.”

Woodhouse on twenty years - This is one of those points in the Biblical narrative where the passage ofa considerable period of
time is noted but passed over. The twenty years is best understood as the long period of time before the next reported event,
which is presented as (in some sense) a consequence of the long time in which Israel had little or nothing to do with the ark. The
next significant event, from the narrator’s point of view, was this: “... and all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord” (v. 2b)."

(Preaching the Word: 1 Samuel—Looking for a Leader)

Woodnouse adds an interesting note on the timing of events in this first section of 1 Samuel writing that
"Apart from the seven months that the ark spent in Philistine territory (1Sa 6:1), there has been no explicit
indication of the passage of time in the narrative of 1 Samuel so far. We might guess that two or three years
passed from the birth of Samuel in 1 Samuel 1:20 to his weaning and presentation in Shiloh at the end of
chapter 1. Chapter 2 seems to cover a period of about ten years or more, since by the time we reach
chapter 3 Samuel is an articulate youth, possibly in his teens. The events of chapters 4-6 appear to have
taken place within about a year. Now, however, a twenty-year period seems to pass by in one verse
(Preaching the Word: 1 Samuel—Looking for a Leaden

John MacArthur writes "Coupled with 1Sa 7:3, the 20 years designated the period Israel neglected God and chased after foreign
gods. After those 20 years, Israel returned to the Lord." (BORROW The MacArthur Study Bible)

Robert Bergen - Some scholars, citing differences in vocabulary and noting that Samuel played a key role in the narratives of
chaps. 1-3 but is completely absent from the following three chapters, have concluded that 4:1b—7:1 was from an originally
independent source later inserted into 1 Samuel. However, vocabulary changes are to be expected with a change in topic, and
Samuel’s absence from this section of text can best be explained as the writer's attempt to demonstrate that Israel—with the
exception of Samuel—from high priest to Kohathite to ordinary citizen, was spiritually more culpable than the Philistines. Though the
Philistines would suffer for their ignorance of the Lord and his Torah, the Israelites would suffer worse for their failure to act in
accordance with the spiritual enlightenment that was theirs.. (Borrow 1 & 2 Samuel - New American Commentary)

Wiersbe on the length of time the Ark was at Kiriath-jearim - The Ark remained in Kiriath Jearim for perhaps a century, for the battle
of Aphek was fought about 1104 b.c., and David brought the Ark to Jerusalem in about 1003 b.c. (2 Sam. 6).....What the Ark was to
Israel, Jesus Christ is to God’s people today; and when He is given His rightful place of preeminence in our lives, He will bless us
and work on our behalf. “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord,” is the way Peter explained it (1 Peter 3:15, niv). When Jesus
Christ is Lord, the future is your friend, and you can walk through each day confident of His presence and His help. (Bible Exposition
Commentary - Old Testament)

And all the house of Israel lamented (nakah) after the LORD - NLT = "During that time all Israel mourned because it seemed the
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LORD had abandoned them." NIV - "mourned and sought after." The Hebrew verb lament describes wailing that accompanies
mourning, thus expressing their deep emotion as a nation. Lamented indicates that a desire for God is growing in the heart of
Israel. After the LORD signifies the right direction of their desire and yearning was for Yahweh, for theLORD Himself. The
Septuagint translates lamented with an interesting verb epiblepo which means to look intently or gaze upon, and then to have regard
for, to pay close attention to, show special respect for, to look attentively at, with implication of personal concern for someone (in
this case Yahweh).

Keil and Delitzsch, “The phrase, to lament after God, is taken from human affairs, when one person follows another with earnest
solicitations and complaints, until he at last assents.”

Woodhouse points out that "It is not that Israel lamented after the Lord for twenty years, but that after twenty years they did
s0." What happened during those twenty years? No doubt we are expected to be wondering just that. The implication, to be
confirmed shortly when we hear from Samuel, is that during these twenty years the Israelites had little or nothing to do with the Lord.
The ark “lodged” at Kiriath-jearim, and the people lived without regard for it or what it stood for—namely, the covenant between
Israel and the Lord....In other words, this period of twenty years was very much like the periods of apostasy that had recurred during
the era of the book of Judges. (ED: SEE SIN CYCLE ABOVE) As on those previous occasions “they abandoned the Lord, the God of
their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt,” and the Lord responded by giving them over to their enemies, in this
case to the Philistines (cf. Judges 2:12—14). What did Israel do at the end of those twenty years? On the previous occasions Israel
had typically “cried out to the Lord” (see Judges 3:9, 15; 4:3; 6:6, 7; 10:10; cf. 1 Samuel 12:10). The wording this time is different,
but the sense is similar. After twenty years, Israel experienced yet another change of heart and turned yet again to the Lord, with (it
seems) tears. The record is remarkably brief, but after twenty years there was the sound of wailing in Israel. (Preaching the Word: 1

Samuel—Looking for a Leader)

Psalm 51:17+ The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not
despise.

THOUGHT- How often God has to let us get to the end of ourselves so that we begin to cry out to Him Who
alone is able to save and to revive.

Lamented (05091)(nahah) means to wail and mourn, to weep, to bemoan. While all these words mean to express grief or sorrow for
something, lament implies a profound or demonstrative expression of deep sorrow and remorse as in 1Sa 7:2. In Ezek 32:18 the
wailing is to be for the judgment about to strike Egypt, and in Micah 2:4 God's people are lamenting saying they are "completely
destroyed" because they are rebellious and condemned.

Gilbrant - Along with its cognate noun nehi, "lamentation,” nahah refers to the outward expression of sorrow or grief. It has a
cognate in Syriac. Public mourning and lamentation were very much a part of Israelite culture, as well as the cultures of Israel's
contemporaries. Because mourning was such a part of the culture, it is not strange to note that the prophets often wrote poetic
lamentations to express grief over disastrous occasions. In two of its occurrences, nahah appears in such contexts.

Ezekiel 32:18 records God's telling the prophet to lament the judgment about to strike Pharaoh and Egypt. Ezek 32:2-15 is a
poetic dirge concerning that event. In a judgment pronounced against Samaria and Jerusalem, the Lord said that in the time of
Israel's calamity, the nations would taunt them with this mournful song (Mic. 2:4). The other use of nahah is in 1 Sam. 7:2, which
describes Israel weeping over her sinfulness. (Complete Biblical Library)

Nahah - 3x/3v - lamented(1), utter(1), wail(1). - 1 Sam. 7:2; Ezek. 32:18; Mic. 2:4

1 Samuel 7:3 Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, "If you return to the LORD with all your heartremove
the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among you and direct your hearts to the LORD and serve Him alone; and He will
deliver you from the hand of the Philistines."

BGT 1 Samuel 7:3 k& € mmev ZoounA mp ¢ T vix o Kov lopanA Aywv € v A kopd PV PEG TIIOTP PETE
TP G K plov TTEPI AeTe TO G B0 G TO G AAOTP OUG K J OOU PV KX T AON K& TOIY OOTE TG KOPO 0¢ MV TP G
K PIOV K& OOUAE OOTE OXT PV KO EEAE TN P G K XEIP § ANO® Awv

KJV 1 Samuel 7:3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, If ye do return unto the LORD with
all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto
the LORD, and serve him only: and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.

NET 1 Samuel 7:3 Samuel said to all the people of Israel, "If you are really turning to the LORD with all your
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hearts, remove from among you the foreign gods and the images of Ashtoreth. Give your hearts to the LORD
and serve only him. Then he will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines."

CSB 1 Samuel 7:3 Samuel told them, "If you are returning to the LORD with all your heart, get rid of the
foreign gods and the Ashtoreths that are among you, dedicate yourselves to the LORD, and worship only Him.
Then He will rescue you from the hand of the Philistines.”

ESV 1 Samuel 7:3 And Samuel said to all the house of Israel, "If you are returning to the LORD with all your
heart, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among you and direct your heart to the LORD
and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines."

NIV 1 Samuel 7:3 And Samuel said to the whole house of Israel, "If you are returning to the LORD with all
your hearts, then rid yourselves of the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths and commit yourselves to the LORD
and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.”

NLT 1 Samuel 7:3 Then Samuel said to all the people of Israel, "If you are really serious about wanting to
return to the LORD, get rid of your foreign gods and your images of Ashtoreth. Determine to obey only the
LORD; then he will rescue you from the Philistines."

NRS 1 Samuel 7:3 Then Samuel said to all the house of Israel, "If you are returning to the LORD with all your
heart, then put away the foreign gods and the Astartes from among you. Direct your heart to the LORD, and
serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.”

RSV 1 Samuel 7:3 Then Samuel said to all the house of Israel, "If you are returning to the LORD with all your
heart, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among you, and direct your heart to the LORD,
and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.”

YLT 1 Samuel 7:3 And Samuel speaketh unto all the house of Israel, saying, 'lf with all your heart ye are
turning back unto Jehovah -- turn aside the gods of the stranger from your midst, and Ashtaroth; and prepare
your heart unto Jehovah, and serve Him only, and He doth deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.'

NKJ 1 Samuel 7:3 Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, "If you return to the LORD with all
your hearts, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths from among you, and prepare your hearts for
the LORD, and serve Him only; and He will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines."

NJB 1 Samuel 7:3 Samuel then spoke as follows to the whole House of Israel, 'If you are returning to Yahweh
with all your heart, banish the foreign gods and Astartes which you now have, and set your heart on Yahweh
and serve him alone; and he will deliver you from the power of the Philistines.'

NAB 1 Samuel 7:3 Samuel said to them: "If you wish with your whole heart to return to the LORD, put away
your foreign gods and your Ashtaroth, devote yourselves to the LORD, and worship him alone. Then he will
deliver you from the power of the Philistines."

LXE 1 Samuel 7:3 And Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, If ye do with all your heart return to the
Lord, take away the strange gods from the midst of you, and the groves, and prepare your hearts to serve the
Lord, and serve him only; and he shall deliver you from the hand of the Philistines.

ASV 1 Samuel 7:3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, If ye do return unto Jehovah with all
your heart, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among you, and direct your hearts unto
Jehovah, and serve him only; and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.

return: De 30:2-10 1Ki 8:48 Isa 55:7 Ho 6:1,2 14:1 Joe 2:12,13

put away: Ge 35:2 Jos 24:14,23 Jdg 2:13 10:6

direct : De 30:6 1Ch 22:19 28:9 2Ch 30:19 Job 11:13,14 Pr 16:1 Jer 4:3,4 Eze 18:31 Mt 15:8 Joh 4:24
serve: De 6:13 10:20 13:4 Mt 4:10 6:24 Lu 4:8

1 Samuel 7 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Proverbs 4:23+ Watch (IDEA IS TO GUARD ~ "POST A SENTRY" - IT IS A COMMAND ONLY POSSIBLE TO
OBEY BY BEING CONTINUALLY CONTROLLED BY/FILLED WITH GOD'S SPIRIT - Eph 5:18+ - HE WAS
"ALIVE AND WELL" IN THE OLD TESTAMENT!) over your heart with all diligence, For (TERM OF
EXPLANATION - WHY SO CRITICAL?)from it flow the springs of life.

2 Corinthians 7:10 For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret,



leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death.

Genesis 35:2 So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, Put away the foreign gods
which are among you, and purify yourselves and change your garments;

Joshua 24:14; 23 “Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the
gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD..... 23 “Now therefore,
put away the foreign gods which are in your midst, and incline your hearts to the LORD,the God of
Israel.”

Leviticus 26:7-8 ‘But you will chase your enemies and they will fall before you by the sword; 8 five of you will
chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will fall before you by the
sword.

Deuteronomy 28:7 “The LORD shall cause your enemies who rise up against you to be defeated before
you; they will come out against you one way and will flee before you seven ways.

STEPS FOR REVIVAL AND
PROMISE OF DELIVERANCE

Then (marks progression in narrative) - When? In context after 20 years! Grasping this time phrase is crucial to help understand the
condition of Israel's heart for the previous 20 years. It is as if Samuel silent for 20 years (at least in the text) suddenly appears at a
time when the nation is lamenting their distance from the LORD.

Woodhouse - Although the details are not given, it is as though Samuel had been waiting twenty years for this moment. Israel’s
tears were the sign that the time had come for them to hear the word of Samuel again. What they heard was the gospel according to

Samuel. (Preaching the Word: 1 Samuel—Looking for a Leader)

Spiritual victory is the necessary prelude to success in every area of life (cf. Josh. 1:8).
--J Carl Laney

Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel- Notice the last time we encountered Samuel was with a similar description in 1Sa 4:1+
"Thus the word of Samuel came to all Israel (cf 1Sa 3:20+)." And so we see that 20 years earlier, at a relatively young age, the
prophet Samuel had spoken the Word of the LORD (cf 1Sa 3:21+) to ALL Israel. He was not just a prophet in training but a prophet
indeed! Sadly, it appears that all Israel largely ignored their great prophet for the next 20 years as evidenced for example by the fact
that they choose to seek help from the Ark of God in 1Sa 4:3+ and not from the prophet of the LORD (as they are finally doing now
in this section). One is reminded of the irony of the phrase in 1Sa 3:1 that "word from the LORD was rare in those days, visions were
infrequent," because even after God had raised up His prophet Samuel (who spoke the Word of the LORD), the nation was slow to
seek Samuel's voice, so that for 20 years it appears that "word from the LORD was rare!" O, the tragedy of having the Word of God
so near and readily accessible and yet ignoring and neglecting it and in a sense even despising it. Woe!

THOUGHT - Beloved, there is a powerful lesson in Israel's neglect of their prophet and the Word of the LORD.
What was the fruit Israel reaped (cf Hos 8:7)? For 20 years she was under the strong hand of the Philistines!
In the same way we too can be under the strong hand of some besetting, entrenched, dominating sin because
we fail to seek God in His Word. Just like the prophet Samuel was there in Israel and available (and yet was
not sought by most of Israel!), the Word of God is ever available to each of us. So we must seek Him in His
Word. If you are are wrestling with some persistent, "pet" sin and repeatedly losing the battle, even
occasionally coming under its mastery (see Ps 19:13+ and Ps 119:133+), you need to ask yourself if you are
truly seeking God in His Word? If not, you have the diagnosis of your sin problem. Seek Him in His Word with
all your heart and soul. He will let Himself be found by the sincerely seeking, humble, contrite heart which
trembles at His Word (Isa 66:2), and He will revive such a soul just as He promises in Isaiah 57:15

For thus says the high and exalted One Who lives forever, whose name is Holy, “I dwell on a high and
holy place, and also with the contrite and lowly of spirit (NOTE THE CONDITION) In order to revive the
spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.

REVIVE US AGAIN
We praise thee, O God, for the Son of thy love,
for Jesus who died, and is now gone above.

Refrain:
Hallelujah! Thine the glory, hallelujah! Amen!
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Hallelujah! Thine the glory, revive us again.

Wiersbe - Someone has called Samuel “God’s Emergency Man,” and the name surely fits. Samuel stepped on the scene when the
priesthood was decayed, when the nation was defeated, and when God’s glory had departed. (Borrow Wiersbe's Expository Outlines
on the Old Testament)

Saying, "If you return (shub/sub; Lxx = epistrepho) to the LORD with all your heart(lebab; Lxx = kardia) - These words would
seem to be Samuel's summary of the previous 20 years -- Israel's heart as a nation was distant from the LORD! Note the emphasis
on heart in this passage. Note also the adjective "all"! God wants ALL of our heart, not just a portion! Samuel begins with the most
critical variable, their (our) heart. The IF introduces a conditional statement. All revival flows from hearts that are broken and "bent"
(humble, contrite). Samuel is spelling out the necessary steps the nation must take to experience genuine repentance. It all begins
in their heart, for the idols in their heart were the heart of their spiritual problem!

Compare God's repeated emphasis on the condition of our heart in these passages from Deuteronomy, Israel's instructions on how
to take full possession of their possessions in the Promised Land (and applicable to every believer of every age that we too might
possess our possessions including every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus - Eph 1:3+, His precious and
magnificent promises - 2Pe 1:4+):

Deuteronomy 4:29+ (CONTEXT IS PROPHECY OF ISRAEL IN FUTURE - cf Dt 30:2+) “But from there you will
seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him IF you search for Him with all your heart and all your soul.

Deuteronomy 6:5+ “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your might.

Deuteronomy 10:12-13+ “Now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require from you, but tofear the LORD
your God, to walkin all His ways and love Him, and to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul, 13 and to keep the LORD’S commandments and His statutes which | am commanding you
today for your good?

Deuteronomy 11:13+ “lt shall come about, | Fyou listen obediently to my commandments which | am
commanding you today, to love the LORD your God and to serve Him with all your heart and all your
soul,

Deuteronomy 13:3+ you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD
your God is testing you to find out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

Deuteronomy 26:16+ “This day the LORD your God commands you to do these statutes and ordinances. You
shall therefore be careful to do them with all your heart and with all your soul.

In regard to presenting God our whole heart, here is a prayer | need to pray far more than | do...

Teach me your way, O LORD, and | will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart, that | may fear your
name. (Ps 86:11NIV)

Bergen comments that "Hophni and Phinehas had sought to bring victory to Israel by bringing the Lord’s ark against the Philistines.
Samuel brought victory to Israel by bringing Israel back to the Lord. In chronicling the events of this section, the narrator is careful to
indicate that mighty deliverance from the Philistines came about only after Israel repented and turned wholeheartedly back to God.
The movement of Israel’s heart, not Yahweh’s ark, brought about true freedom from Israel’s oppressors.". (Borrow 1 & 2 Samuel -

New American Commentary)

Remove (sur; Lxx - periaireo - take away from around - implying it has you encircled, ensnared!!! - in the aorist imperative see our
need to depend on the Holy Spirit to obey) the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth (‘ashtaroth) from among you- The clear
implication with this command is that Israel had fallen deeply into idolatry, for 20 years, since the days of the corrupt priesthood of Eli
and sons (recall their immorality which was frequent in the Canaanite worship of idols)! Recall also since Eli's sons did not know the
LORD, one can see how the nation turned to idolatry, for as the leaders go, so goes the nation.

In calling the nation to remove the foreign gods Samuel echoes God's command in Ex 20:3+ “You shall have no other gods before
Me." Samuel commands active, vigorous, immediate, total separation from false gods, which describes anything or anyone that
takes the place of the LORD God. Put away your "God substitutes!" God made us for Himself, and if He does not fill us, we are left
with a spiritual vacuum that other little g gods will fill (nice houses, cool cars, money, hobbies, sports, position, ambition, other
people, and the list goes on!) Foreign gods indicates that Israel had a veritable plethora of idols to choose from! Ashtaroth was a
horrid goddess of fertility whose worship included such illicit, abominable sexual activities one dare not even attempt to describe
them (cf Eph 5:12+)!
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THOUGHT- Samuel's directive reminds me of the exhortation/admonition from Peter - "Beloved, | urge you as
aliens and strangers to abstain (REMOVE THEM - PUSH AWAY FROM - ONLY POSSIBLE TO OBEY BY
BEING CONTINUALLY CONTROLLED BY/FILLED WITH GOD'S SPIRIT - Eph 5:18+) from fleshly lusts which
wage war against the soul." (1Pe 2:11+, cf 1Cor 6:18+, 2Ti 2:21, 22+)

"Anything in our lives that takes the place of God and commands the sacrifice and devotion that belong only to
Him, is an idol and must be cast out. Idols in the heart are far more dangerous than idols in the temple."
(Wiersbe)

Bergen - Noting Israel’s godly sorrow (cf. 2 Cor 7:10+), Samuel seized the opportunity to lead Israel in a spiritual cleansing
reminiscent of those instituted by great leaders in the past. He used language recalling that of Jacob (cf. Gen 35:2) and Joshua
(Josh 24:14, 23) to summon the people to “rid yourselves of the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths” (v. 3).. (Borrow 1 & 2 Samuel -
New American Commentary)

And direct your hearts (lebab; Lxx = kardia) to the LORD - lit., “establish your hearts” The heart of the matter is usually what's the
matter with one's heart. The question is to what is the heart directed, to the things above or the things of this world (Col 3:2+)? This
second command means to get right, make ready, apply the heart and mind (2Chr 12:14, 19:3, 30:19, Ezra 7:10 = "Ezra had set his
heart", Ps 78:8). It is a clear call for single-minded, wholehearted commltment to the LORD.

THOUGHT - Samuel's charge for single hearts, pure hearts brings to mind two old song by Craig Smith
- Single Heart and Pure Heart. As you listen to the lyrics of these two songs, you might ask yourself "Do the
words describe my heart today?" Or do you find yourself lamenting your current spiritual state, and sensing a
need for a Word centered, Spirit energized, God glorifying, Christ exalting revival? Then listen to the Man of
God, Samuel, who gives us a pattern for personal revival that transcends time.

The Septuagint translates direct your hearts with the verb hetoimazo meaning to put/keep in readiness or prepare your heart
(kardia). While the Spirit is not mentioned often in the Old Testament, we do well to remember that He is omnipresent and is always
active. In this passage there is no way for natural fallen men on their own volition to obey the command to direct their hearts to
Yahweh. The fact is that our fallen flesh does not seek the LORD, for as Paul says "THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS,
THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD." (Ro 3:11+). Here in 1Sa 7:3, surely the Spirit is energizing a desire and giving the
power to seek Yahweh, to direct their hearts to Him (cf Phil 2:13NLT+). But of course they still had to make a conscious, volitional
choice, a choice of their will, to follow through and obey Samuel's commands.

Paul alludes to a similar pattern of idol removal and heart direction in his description of the pagan Gentiles who were converted in
Thessalonica writing...

For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how youturned to God
from idols (REMOVED THE IDOLS) to serve (SERVE YOUR ONE, TRUE MASTER) a living and true God,
10 and to wait (anameno - waiting expectantly - continually = present tense - cf "DIRECTING THEIR HEART"
TO YAHWEH) for His Son from heaven, Whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from
the wrath to come. (1Th 1:9-10+)

And serve (abad; Lxx -douleuo) Him alone - Don't miss the word alone! So notjust serve Him, but Him Alone! Yahweh is a
jealous God (Ex 34:14+, cf Isa 42:8) and He will not share His glory with any other so-called gods. Devotion to Yahweh is to be
wholehearted (cf Mk 12:30+). Another NT parallel is from the lips of our Lord Jesus teaches that "(ABSOLUTELY) No one canserve
(douleuo) two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.You
cannot serve (douleuo) God and wealth." (Mt 6:24+)

God is far more interested in who we are than in what we do.

THOUGHT - There is an important spiritual principle in the order of Samuel's directives - First, get your heart
right, then serve from a pure heart! | fear too many in churches have the "do" mentality without the "be"
mentality. We think "What can | do for Him?," and yet we have failed to purify our hearts ("be"). God is far
more interested in who we are than in what we do. When we have the order correct ("be"), we will desire to
"do" out of the overflow of a heart of devotion and love for God, not to earn His favor, but to glorify His Name.
Jesus commands His disciples to "Let your light shine (aorist imperative see our need to depend on the Holy
Spirit to obey) before men in such a way (THAT THE LIGHT POINTS TO HIM NOT US!) that they may see
your good works (VISIBLE SUPERNATURAL "Jdn 15:5 WORKS"), and glorify (GIVE A PROPER OPINION OF)
your Father Who is in heaven (INVISIBLE BUT "SEEN" BY OTHERS AS THEY WITNESS OUR
SUPERNATURAL WORKS). (Mt 5:16+).
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Bergen - As they got rid of their idols and embraced the Lord wholeheartedly, they could expect the Torah-promised benefits of a
right relationship with the Lord, one of which was victory over enemies (cf. Lev 26:7-8; Deut 28:7).. (Borrow 1 & 2 Samuel - New
American Commentary)

And He will deliver (natsal; Lxx = exaireo = rescue from peril, set free) you from the hand (yad - hand is keyword in 1Sa 4-7 =
13x/13v) of the Philistines- (In accord with promises in the Pentateuch - Lev 26:7-8+, Dt 28:7+) Note that will deliveris a

prophecy (will identifies it as a prophecy - be alert to "will" in Scripture as it often signals a prophetic statement) but is contingent on
obedience to Samuel's commands. Clearly the implication of need to make this prophetic promise is that the nation of Israel has
been under the hand of the Philistines. The question arises for how long? While we cannot be dogmatic, given the fact that Israel
was soundly defeated by the Philistines in 1 Samuel 4:1-3, it is very likely that Israel had been under the hand of the Philistines for
20 years (much like God repeatedly gave Israel to their enemies in the book of Judges - Jdg 2:11, 12, 13, 14,15+, Jdg 3:8+, Jdg
3:14+, Jdg 4:3+, Jdg 6:1+, Jdg 10:7, 8+, cf Dt 32:30+, 1Sa 12:9, 10+). In addition in Judges 13:1+ we read "Now the sons of Israel
again did evil in the sight of the LORD, so that the LORD gave them into the hands of the Philistines forty years." This is the last
period of oppression mentioned in Judges and it occurs in the days of Samson. Jdg 13:5 says Samson "shall begin to deliver
Israel from the hands of the Philistines.” And from the timeline below (click to enlarge) notice that Samson's judgeship overlaps the
early days of Samuel's judgeship, which supports the premise that this 20 years in 1 Samuel 7 is the last portion of the 40 years in
Jdg 13:1. It was not until Samuel called for national revival and the nation repented that the deliverance was completed.

Source: Discover the Bible for Yourself

Click to Enlarge

The hand refers to the power of the Philistines, implying Israelites had been subject or subjugated to their power and authority of
the Philistines. The hand of the Philistines is no match for the hand of the LORD! Play the up tempo spiritual song 'He Will Deliver
m!n

Woodhouse - The gospel Samuel proclaimed that day was a simple but wonderful promise: return to the Lord with your whole heart
(which will mean putting away your pagan gods and setting your heart on the Lord alone), and he will save you from your enemies
and from judgment. (Preaching the Word: 1 Samuel—Looking for a Leader)

Return (turn away or back, bring or go back, restore) (07725) shub/sub is is a common verb (over 1000x) meaning to turn, to
return, to go back, to do again, to change, to withdraw, to bring back, to reestablish, to be returned, to bring back, to take, to restore,
to recompense, to answer, The Lxx translates shub/sub with epistrepho which means to revert, to turn about, to turn around, to
turn toward, to return and figuratively to convert. The idea is a definite turn to God in conduct as well as in one's mind as in Peter's
charge to the Jewish crowd in Acts 3:19+ = "“Therefore repent (aorist imperative see our need to depend on the Holy Spirit to obey)
and return (epistrepho in aorist imperative), so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from
the presence of the Lord;" What a reward for returning!

Remove (depart, take away)(05493) sur basically means to change direction, to turn away, to go away, to desert, to quit, to keep far

away, to stop, to take away, to remove, to be removed, to make depart. Literally of turning aside or departing from the road a person
is traveling (Jdg 18:3, 15) or departing from a road or path by turning aside from the original course (Ex 3:3; Dt. 2:27; Jdg.
18:3; 19:15; Ru 4:1; 1 Sam. 6:12; 1 Ki 22:32; Jer.5:23); to step out of line militarily (1 Ki 20:39); to retreat from a path (Ge 49:10; Ex
8:27; Nu 12:10; 14:9; Dt. 4:9; Jdg. 16:19; 1 Sa 6:3; 16:14)' Used figuratively, it has to do with the moral direction someone is taking;
turning from the right road. Israel turned aside from the way of their ancestors walked (Jdg. 2:17) and away from God's commands
(Mal 3:7). Israel's leaders exhorted them not to turn aside from the right way (Dt.77:20; Josh. 23:6; 1 Sa 12:20, 21). To stay on
course is to turn neither to the right or to the left (Dt. 2:27; 5:32: Josh 1:7; 2 Ki 22:2).

Ashtaroth (06252) 'ashtaroth/astarot is the name of a Canaanite goddess of sex and war, a vivid representation of paganism in
its most corrupt manifestations. The goddess Astarte, as she is known in Greek transliteration, figures prominently in the religious
world of the ancient Near East as a mother-goddess associated with sexual reproduction as well as warfare. Modern readers miss
the import of Canaanite idolatry, which included male and female cultic prostitutes in hetero- and homosexual liaisons. R. K.
Harrison, after describing the gross and savage worship system of the Canaanites, concludes that “its sordid and debased nature
stand in marked contrast to the high ethical ideals of Israel. The absolute lack of moral character in the Canaanite deities made
such corrupt practices as ritual prostitution, child sacrifice, and licentious worship the normal expression of religious devotion and
fervor. In consequence there could be no compromise between the morality of the God of Israel and the debased sensuality of
Canaanite religion.” See also Article from Dictionary of Deities and Demons (this resource can be borrowed by creating a free
account - just your email).

Ashtaroth - 9x/9v - Ashtaroth(6), Ashtoreth(3). Jdg. 2:13; Jdg. 10:6; 1 Sam. 7:3; 1 Sam. 7:4; 1 Sam. 12:10;
1 Sam. 31:10; 1 Ki. 11:5; 1 Ki. 11:33; 2 Ki. 23:13
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NET Note - The Semitic goddess Astarte was associated with love and war in the ancient Near East. The
presence of Ashtarot in Israel is a sign of pervasive pagan and idolatrous influences; hence Samuel calls for
their removal. See 1 Sam 31:10, where the Philistines deposit the armor of the deceased Saul in the temple of
the Ashtarot, and 1 Kgs 11:5, 33; 2 Kgs 23:13, where Solomon is faulted for worshiping the Ashtarot.

Hearts (03824) lebab note that this discussion also includes the closely related noun lebab 03824) sometimes refers to a literal
heart (Ex 28:29, 1Sa 25:37, 2Ki 9:24), but most often is used figurative to refer to what | term the "control center" of our being. Think
of an Air Traffic Controller and how dysfunctional, even destructive it is when the controllers fail to function as they should. Just as a
healthy human heart is at the center of the body and absolutely essential for physical life and health, so too a healthy spiritual heart

(intellect, emotion, will) is at the center of one's inner being (soul) and is vital for a healthy soul, serving as the "fountain" of all moral
attitudes and actions. Our spiritual heart thus controls out actions and our actions determine our habits, which in turn determine
our character. When God measures the "worth" of a man's life He puts the measuring tape around his heart, not around his head.
Be a man after God's Own heart (Acts 13:22) We must continually "post a guard” at the doorway of our heart, so that every avenue
for sin's entry is blocked.

John MacArthur - The “heart” commonly refers to the mind as the center of thinking and reason (Pr 3:3; 6:21; 7:3), but also
includes the emotions (Pr 15:15, 30), the will (Pr 11:20; 14:14), and thus, the whole inner being (Pr 3:5). The heart is the
depository of all wisdom and the source of whatever affects speech (Pr 4:24), sight (Pr 4:25), and conduct (Pr 4:26, 27).

(BORROW The MacArthur Study Bible)

Serve (enslave, worship) (05647) abad means to work (to cultivate, till - Ge 2:5, 15 - Lxx =ergazomai before the fall! Ge 3:23 after
the fall, Lxx = ergazomai), to serve (be enslaved or hold in bondage - Ex 6:6 - Lxx = katadouloo = make a slave; Lev 25:38, 39 Lxx
= douleuo)(Ge 14:4, 15:13, 14 - Lxx =douleuo), worship. Labor (as when Israel was in Egyptian bondage - Ex 1:13,14 but same
word abad translated worship after redemption Ex 3:12, 7:16, 8:1, 8:20, 9:1, et al where Lxx = latreuo).

Deliver (05337) natsal means primarily to deliver, often by the power of one entity overcoming another. Deliverance from the hand or
power (Ge 32:11, Hos 2:10). Idols and human might cannot deliver (1 Sa 12:21, Ps 33:16). Of Jacob's cry for deliverance and
deliverance (preserved) (Ge 32:11, 30). Of Joseph's rescue (Ge 37:21, 22) Of Moses acting as a deliverer (Ex 2:19), of Moses
returning to Egypt to deliver Israel (Ex 3:8), of Yahweh's promise of deliverance (Ex 6:6), of the Lord sparing the Israelites at the
Passover (Ex 12:27), of Moses relating his deliverance by Yahweh from the Egyptians (Ex 18:4, 8, 9, 10), of deliverance of the
manslayer from the blood avenger (Nu 32:25), of Yahweh delivering from Israel's enemies, (Dt 23:14, cf Dt 32:39 = "no one who can
deliver from My hand," cf Josh 24:10, Jdg 6:9, Jdg 8:34, 1 Sa 7:14, ), of a woman delivering her husband (Dt 25:11), of Rahab's
appeal to Israel for deliverance (Josh 2:13), of Joshua delivering Gideonites (Josh 9:26), of Phinehas delivering Israel from hand of
God's judgment (Josh 22:31), of Gideon's deliverance from Midianites (Jdg 9:17), of David's cry to be delivered from his
transgressions (Ps 39:8).

QUESTION - Who was Asherah / Ashtoreth?

ANSWER - Asherah, or Ashtoreth, was the name of the chief female deity worshiped in ancient Syria, Phoenicia, and Canaan. The
Phoenicians called her Astarte, the Assyrians worshiped her as Ishtar, and the Philistines had a temple of Asherah (1 Samuel
31:10). Because of Israel's incomplete conquest of the land of Canaan, Asherah-worship survived and plagued Israel, starting as
soon as Joshua was dead (Judges 2:13).

Asherah was represented by a limbless tree trunk planted in the ground. The trunk was usually carved into a symbolic
representation of the goddess. Because of the association with carved trees, the places of Asherah worship were commonly called
“groves,” and the Hebrew word “asherah” (plural, “asherim”) could refer either to the goddess or to a grove of trees. One of King
Manasseh’s evil deeds was that he “took the carved Asherah pole he had made and put it in the temple” (2 Kings 21:7). Another
translation of “carved Asherah pole” is “graven image of the grove” (KJV).

Considered the moon-goddess, Asherah was often presented as a consort of Baal, the sun-god (Judges 3:7, 6:28, 10:6; 1 Samuel
7:4,12:10). Asherah was also worshiped as the goddess of love and war and was sometimes linked with Anath, another Canaanite
goddess. Worship of Asherah was noted for its sensuality and involved ritual prostitution. The priests and priestesses of Asherah
also practiced divination and fortune-telling.

The Lord God, through Moses, forbade the worship of Asherah. The Law specified that a grove of trees was not to be near the altar
of the Lord (Deuteronomy 16:21). Despite God’s clear instructions, Asherah-worship was a perennial problem in Israel. As Solomon
slipped into idolatry, one of the pagan deities he brought into the kingdom was Asherah, called “the goddess of the Sidonians” (1
Kings 11:5, 33). Later, Jezebel made Asherah-worship even more prevalent, with 400 prophets of Asherah on the royal payroll (1
Kings 18:19). At times, Israel experienced revival, and notable crusades against Asherah-worship were led by Gideon (Judges 6:25-
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30), King Asa (1 Kings 15:183), and King Josiah (2 Kings 23:1-7).GotQuestions.org

WITH ALL YOUR HEART - E F Hallock

TEXT: “If ye do return unto Jehovah with all your heart, then put away the foreign gods ... and direct your hearts unto Jehovah, and
serve him only” (1 Sam. 7:3 ASV).

I. What the heart is.
A. The source of evil thoughts: “And Jehovah saw ... that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually” (Gen. 6:5 ASV).
B.  The source of deceit and corruption: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and it is exceedingly corrupt” (Jer. 17:9 ASV).
C.  The source of all evil: “Out of the heart come forth evil thoughts ...” (Matt. 15:19 ASV).

II. ~ What the heart should do.
Love God (Matt. 22:37).
Trust God (Prov. 3:5).

Seek God (Jer. 29:13).
Serve God (Deut. 11:13).

oo w»

CONCLUSION: God says, “Son, give me your heart!” | reply, “Father, | give you my heart. ‘Create in me a clean heart’ ” (Ps. 51:10).
“With the heart we believe (Rom. 10:10 ASV).

TODAY IN THE WORD In one of his most well-known books, famed psychologist Dr. Robert J. Stenberg took a unique approach to
the study of the human intellect. The subjects that he and his colleagues studied were among the smartest people throughout
modern history. But the focus of their study was not the mental composition that gave these great minds their genius—instead, they
explored their most foolish mistakes. The book is aptly titled, Why Smart People Can Be So Stupid.

SAMUEL, THE JUDGE 1 Samuel 7:3—13 - Croft Pentz

In this chapter we see the end of forty years of oppression on the part of the Philistines. This also is one of the great revival chapters
of the Bible.

DIVINE PLAN—vv. 3-6
DETERMINED PRAYER—vwv. 7-9
DEDICATED PRAISE—vv. 10-12
DIVINE PUNISHMENT—v. 13

b~

God helps those who remember Him. God leads those who remember Him. God protects those who remember Him. He
strengthens those who remember Him.

John Butler - REVIVAL 1 Samuel 7:3

“Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, If ye do return unto the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the strange
gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve him only; and he will deliver you out of the
hand of the Philistines.” (1 Samuel 7:3).

Israel had drifted away from Jehovah-God and gone to idols, they needed a revival to get them back on the right track and in the
blessing of God.

FIRST—THE PREACHER OF REVIVAL

“Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel.” True revival requires a good preacher. Samuel certainly filled the bill here. He was a
good man of God. He was steadfast even when everyone else went bad. He knew the solution for revival, and he preached the kind
of message that brings revival though it may turn many against you. Samuel was a faithful man of God and spoke the truth
regardless of it risks.

SECOND—THE PROOF OF REVIVAL

“If ye do return unto the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you.” Samuel would
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tolerate no insincerity. The people indicated by their “lamented after the LORD” (1 Samuel 7:2), that they wanted to return to the
Lord, but words are cheap. Samuel wanted proof of their desire to once again have Jehovah as their God. So he told them to put
away they false gods. We may claim many things spiritually, but the proof is in our actions, not our articulation. Someone has rightly
said, What you do speaks so loud, we cannot hear what you say. That is so true spiritually. Many talk a good faith but live a very
poor one.

THIRD—THE PERSISTENCY IN REVIVAL

“Prepare your hearts.” The word translated “prepare” involves consistency in it. It means to be faithful, steadfast, fixed, etc. Revival is
not a temporary fix in a time of emergency to get God’s blessing. It is to be a permanent change to loyalty to God. If the revival is in
your hearts it will be persistent. Too many have revival in their head but not in their heart.

FOURTH—THE PERFORMANCE IN REVIVAL

“Serve him only.” You serve the One your worship. Jesus spoke this truth to Satan (Luke 4:8). If revival was true, the people would
serve Jehovah not their false gods.

FIFTH—THE PROSPECTS FROM REVIVAL

“He will deliver you out of the hands of the Philistines.” If the people are truly revived spiritually their prospects regarding the
Philistines will be very good. We all want deliverance, but there are conditions for deliverance and Samuel faithfully declared them.
Once the conditions were met, God would start working for them and in this case it would be deliverance from the Philistine army
which had come up against them.

1 Samuel 7:4 So the sons of Israel removed the Baals and the Ashtaroth and served the LORD alone.

BGT 1 Samuel 7:4 kax mepie Aov 0 u 0 lopanA 7 ¢ Baohip kax T Aon AotopwB kot 80 Aeucav Kup P v

KJV 1 Samuel 7:4 Then the children of Israel did put away Baalim and Ashtaroth, and served the LORD only.
NET 1 Samuel 7:4 So the Israelites removed the Baals and images of Ashtoreth. They served only the LORD.
CSB 1 Samuel 7:4 So the Israelites removed the Baals and the Ashtoreths and only worshiped the LORD.

ESV 1 Samuel 7:4 So the people of Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtaroth, and they served the LORD
only.

NIV 1 Samuel 7:4 So the Israelites put away their Baals and Ashtoreths, and served the LORD only.

NLT 1 Samuel 7:4 So the Israelites got rid of their images of Baal and Ashtoreth and worshiped only the
LORD.

NRS 1 Samuel 7:4 So Israel put away the Baals and the Astartes, and they served the LORD only.
RSV 1 Samuel 7:4 So Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtaroth, and they served the LORD only.
YLT 1 Samuel 7:4 And the sons of Israel turn aside the Baalim and Ashtaroth, and serve Jehovah alone;

NKJ 1 Samuel 7:4 So the children of Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtoreths, and served the LORD
only.

NJB 1 Samuel 7:4 And the Israelites banished the Baals and Astartes and served Yahweh alone.
NAB 1 Samuel 7:4 So the Israelites put away their Baals and Ashtaroth, and worshiped the LORD alone.

LXE 1 Samuel 7:4 And the children of Israel took away Baalim and the groves of Astaroth, and served the
Lord only.

ASV 1 Samuel 7:4 Then the children of Israel did put away the Baalim and the Ashtaroth, and served Jehovah
only.

« Jdg 2:11,13 Jdg 10:15,16 1Ki 11:33 Ho 14:3,8
« 1 Samuel 7 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:



Judges 2:11-13 Then the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals 12 and they
forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed
other gods from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and bowed themselves down to
them; thus they provoked the LORD to anger. 13 So they forsook the LORD and served Baal and the
Ashtaroth. (NOTE: YOU "GOTTA SERVE SOMEBODY" - PLAY BOB DYLAN'S SONG BY THIS SAME
TITLE!)

Judges 10:15; 16 The sons of Israel said to the LORD, “We have sinned, do to us whatever seems good to
You; only please deliver us this day.....10:16 So they put away the foreign gods from among them and served
the LORD; and He could bear the misery of Israel no longer.

1 Kings 11:33 because they have forsaken Me, and have worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians,
Chemosh the god of Moab, and Milcom the god of the sons of Ammon; and they have not walked in My ways,
doing what is right in My sight and observing My statutes and My ordinances, as his father David did.

Hosea 14:3 “Assyria will not save us, We will not ride on horses; Nor will we say again, ‘Our god, To the work
of our hands; For in You the orphan finds mercy.....(14:8) O Ephraim, what more have | to do with idols? It is |
who answer and look after you. | am like a luxuriant cypress; From Me comes your fruit.

So - Praise God for this term of conclusion!" So is the conclusion describing the response to Samuel's commands. Israel came to a
life-giving conclusion based on Samuel's words.

The sons of Israel removed (sur; Lxx - periaireo - take away from around - implying it has you encircled, ensnared!!!)the Baals
(baal) and the Ashtaroth (‘ashtaroth) - Note the plural of Baal ("baalim” - suggesting more than one idol of this group), the supreme
fertility deity of the Canaanites, whose domain was the sky, from which they foolishly thought he fertilized the land! When you fall for
idols, your "spiritual 1.Q." also effectively falls! In ancient sculptures, Baal was depicted with a horned helmet. In one hand he
grasped a club or mace and in the other a shaft of lightning or a spear with leaves. In some sculptures, he stood on the back of a
bull. If idolatry were not so dangerous and deceptive, it would be comical because the beliefs border on ridiculous to absurd!

You Gotta Serve Somebody
-- Bob Dylan

And served (abad; Lxx - douleuo) the LORD alone - Note this is a reversal of of the apostasy of Israel at the beginning of the dark
days of the Judges (Jdg 2:11-13) Alone (Hebrew = bad; Lxx = monos - as singly existing - only) has to essential idea of alone (no
competition), as a description of the ONLY entity in a class. In context it speaks of a wholehearted turn from POLYTHEISM to
MONOTHEISM (cp Dt 6:4,5+).

Baal (proper noun)(01168) ba'al refers to the pagan god who was called by the name "Baal". Elijah contended with and
exterminated the prophets of Baal (1 Ki 18:18, 19, 21, 22, 25, 26, 40). One of the more incredible mentions of Baal is Jehu's
eradication of them from the northern kingdom (see 2 Ki 10:18-28). Before God would use Gideon to deliver His people from the
Moabites, He first had him tear down his father's backyard altar to Baal (Jdg 6:25, 28, 30-31-note). As a result Gideon was named
Jerrubball ("Let Baal contend against him" - Jdg 6:32note). Under Gideon lIsrael was set free from Moabite oppression, but
apparently they people were not set free from the "seed" of Baal worship in their hearts for "Then it came about, as soon as Gideon
was dead, that the sons of Israel again played the harlot (SPIRITUAL ADULTERY!) with the Baals, and made Baal-berith their god"
(Jdg 8:33-note)! Wow! Our hearts are more deceitful than all else and are desperately sick (Jer 17:9)! In 1 Sa 7:4 we see that "Israel
removed the Baals and the Ashtaroth and served the LORD alone" but they must have backslide because we see their cry in 1 Sam
12:10! Beware of idols. Idols need to be radically uprooted lest they revive and return!

1 Samuel 7:5 Then Samuel said, "Gather all Israel to Mizpah and | will pray to the LORD for you."

=« Gather: Ne 9:1 Joe 2:16

= Mizpeh: 1Sa 7:12,16 10:17 Jos 15:38 Jdg 20:1 2Ki 25:23

= | will pray: 1Sa 12:23

=« 1 Samuel 7 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages: Samuel Man of Prayer

1 Samuel 8:6 But the thing was displeasing in the sight of Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge
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us.” And Samuel prayed to the LORD.

1 Samuel 12:23 “Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that | should sin against the LORD by ceasing to
pray for you; but | will instruct you in the good and right way.

1 Samuel 15:11 “I regret that | have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following Me and has not
carried out My commands.” And Samuel was distressed and cried out to the LORD all night.

Psalm 99:6 Moses and Aaron were among His priests, And Samuel was among those who called on His
name; They called upon the LORD and He answered them.

Jeremiah 15:1 Then the LORD said to me, “Even though Moses and Samuel were to stand before Me, My
heart would not be with this people; send them away from My presence and let them go!
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A PRAYER MEETING AT MIZPAH
FOR ALL ISRAEL

Then Samuel said, "Gather all Israel to Mizpah Samuel next summoned the people to Mizpah, some seven miles north of
Jerusalem (ON THE MAP ABOVE STILL NAMED JEBUS), and there prayed for them and offered sacrifice to the Lord on their
behalf (v9). This was a common place of assembly for Israel. In the time of the Judges the elders of the tribes gathered there to
decide Benjamin’s fate following the murder of a Levite’s concubine (Jdg 19:1-20:1, 3; Jdg 21:1, 5, 8). Later, Saul was presented to
Israel as king at Mizpah (1Sa 10:17-24). It was even the capital of Judah after the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians (2Ki
25:23, 25).

and | will pray to the LORD for you Samuel summoned the nation to Mizpeh for a prayer meeting! Samuel is frequently
associated with prayer (1Sa 12:23). He was born in answer to his mother’s prayers (1Sa 1:10-18). Samuel prayed for his nation and
they defeated the enemy (1Sa 7:13). Samuel prayed when Israel defied the Lord and asked for a king (1Sa 8:6); and he prayed for
King Saul (1Sa 15:11) even after God had rejected him. Someone has called Samuel “God’s Emergency Man,” and the name surely
fits. Samuel stepped on the scene when the priesthood had become corrupt, when the nation was defeated, and when God’s glory
had departed. In summary, Samuel, like his mother (1Sa 1:10-16; 2:1-10), repeatedly exhibited a commitment to prayer (cf Ps 99:6;
Jer 15:1).

1 Samuel 7:6 They gathered to Mizpah, and drew water and poured it out before the LORD, and fasted on that day and said
there, "We have sinned against the LORD." And Samuel judged the sons of Israel at Mizpah.

BGT 1 Samuel 7:6 kax ouv xBnoav € ¢ Mooon@od ko dpe ovtan dwp K& & Xxeav Vv TTIOV KUP OU TT TV Y V KX
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Maoongod

KJV 1 Samuel 7:6 And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water, and poured it out before the LORD,
and fasted on that day, and said there, We have sinned against the LORD. And Samuel judged the children of
Israel in Mizpeh.

NET 1 Samuel 7:6 After they had assembled at Mizpah, they drew water and poured it out before the LORD.
They fasted on that day, and they confessed there, "We have sinned against the LORD." So Samuel led the
people of Israel at Mizpah.
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CSB 1 Samuel 7:6 When they gathered at Mizpah, they drew water and poured it out in the LORD's presence.
They fasted that day, and there they confessed, "We have sinned against the LORD." And Samuel judged the
Israelites at Mizpah.

ESV 1 Samuel 7:6 So they gathered at Mizpah and drew water and poured it out before the LORD and fasted
on that day and said there, "We have sinned against the LORD." And Samuel judged the people of Israel at
Mizpah.

NIV 1 Samuel 7:6 When they had assembled at Mizpah, they drew water and poured it out before the LORD.
On that day they fasted and there they confessed, "We have sinned against the LORD." And Samuel was
leader of Israel at Mizpah.

NLT 1 Samuel 7:6 So they gathered at Mizpah and, in a great ceremony, drew water from a well and poured it
out before the LORD. They also went without food all day and confessed that they had sinned against the
LORD. (It was at Mizpah that Samuel became Israel's judge.)

NRS 1 Samuel 7:6 So they gathered at Mizpah, and drew water and poured it out before the LORD. They
fasted that day, and said, "We have sinned against the LORD." And Samuel judged the people of Israel at
Mizpah.

RSV 1 Samuel 7:6 So they gathered at Mizpah, and drew water and poured it out before the LORD, and
fasted on that day, and said there, "We have sinned against the LORD." And Samuel judged the people of
Israel at Mizpah.

YLT 1 Samuel 7:6 And they are gathered to Mizpeh, and draw water, and pour out before Jehovah, and fast
on that day, and say there, 'We have sinned against Jehovah;' and Samuel judgeth the sons of Israel in
Mizpeh.

NKJ 1 Samuel 7:6 So they gathered together at Mizpah, drew water, and poured it out before the LORD. And
they fasted that day, and said there, "We have sinned against the LORD." And Samuel judged the children of
Israel at Mizpah.

NJB 1 Samuel 7:6 So they mustered at Mizpah and drew water and poured it out before Yahweh. They fasted
that day and declared, 'We have sinned against Yahweh.' And Samuel was judge over the Israelites at Mizpah.

NAB 1 Samuel 7:6 When they were gathered at Mizpah, they drew water and poured it out on the ground
before the LORD, and they fasted that day, confessing, "We have sinned against the LORD." It was at Mizpah
that Samuel began to judge the Israelites.

LXE 1 Samuel 7:6 And they were gathered together to Massephath, and they drew water, and poured it out
upon the earth before the Lord. And they fasted on that day, and said, We have sinned before the Lord. And
Samuel judged the children of Israel in Massephath.

ASV 1 Samuel 7:6 And they gathered together to Mizpah, and drew water, and poured it out before Jehovah,
and fasted on that day, and said there, We have sinned against Jehovah. And Samuel judged the children of
Israel in Mizpah.

« drew water: 1Sa 1:15 2Sa 14:14 Job 16:20 Ps 6:6 42:3 119:136 Jer 9:1 La 2:11,18 3:49

« fasted: 2Ch 20:3 Ezra 8:21-23 Ne 9:1-3 Da 9:3-5 Joe 2:12 Jon 3:1-10

= We have sinned: Lev 26:40 Jdg 10:10 1Ki 8:47 Ezr 9:5-10 Job 33:27 40:4 42:6 Ps 38:3-8 106:6 Jer 3:13,14 31:19 Lu 15:18
= judged: Jdg 3:10 Ne 9:27 Eze 20:4

= 1 Samuel 7 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

1 Samuel 1:15 But Hannah replied, “No, my lord, | am a woman oppressed in spirit; | have drunk neither wine
nor strong drink, but | have poured out my soul before the LORD.

2 Samuel 23:16 So the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines, and drew water from the
well of Bethlehem which was by the gate, and took it and brought it to David. Nevertheless he would not drink
it, but poured it out to the LORD;

Psalm 62:8 Trust in Him at all times, O people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us. Selah.

Lamentations 2:19 “Arise, cry aloud in the night At the beginning of the night watches; Pour out your heart like



water Before the presence of the Lord; Lift up your hands to Him For the life of your little ones Who are faint
because of hunger At the head of every street.”

cf "We have sinned against the LORD."

PRAYER MEETING BEGINS
WITH CONFESSION

They gathered to Mizpah, and drew water and poured it out before the LORD, (cf. 1Sa 1:15, Ps 62:8, La 2:19): Note that this in
not the Mizpah located 7 miles north of Jerusalem, but on the map above is the Mizpah located about 8 miles NE of Kiriath-dearim.
Offerings of water were very meaningful to inhabitants of semi-arid lands. The pouring of water as a sign of repentance. There was
pouring out of water from the pool of Siloam within the temple area on the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles in memory of the gift
of water from the rock in the Exodus. We should not underestimate the importance of the fact that Israel did listen and respond to
their judge Samuel for Judges 2:17 shows it was not always the case with Israel writing "Yet they did not listen to their judges, for
they played the harlot after other gods and bowed themselves down to them. They turned aside quickly from the way in which their
fathers had walked in obeying the commandments of the LORD; they did not do as their fathers."

Bergen - When Israel “drew water and poured it out before the Lord” (v. 6), an action unparalleled in the Old Testament in an
Israelite religious convocation, they evidently were denying themselves liquids as a symbolic confession that the Lord’s favor was
more important to them than life-sustaining water (cf. Jonah 3:7; 2 Sam 23:16).. (Borrow 1_& 2 Samuel - New American
Commentary)

Woodhouse on poured out - The pouring of water and the fasting were both expressions of the people’s repentance, which was
also expressed there in words. The actions may be best seen not so much as symbolic rituals, but as real acts of self-denial as the
people turned from their self-centered ways back to the Lord. Gordon, 1 & 2 Samuel, p. 107 suggests that the pouring out of the
water before the Lord “may simply have formed part of the self-denial of the occasion as the participants solemnly proclaimed their
abstention from even this necessity of life.” This is not to deny that the actions would have symbolic connotations, especially when
we recall such metaphors for a humble cry to God as “Pour out your heart like water before the presence of the Lord!” (Lamentations
2:19; the parallel is suggested by Keil and Delitzsch, Books of Samuel, p. 73; Hans Wilhelm Hertzberg, | & Il Samuel: A
Commentary, Old Testament Library [London: SCM Press, 1964], p. 67; Ackroyd, 1 and 2 Samuel, p. 66). Cf. Psalm 22:14.
Hertzberg, | & 1l Samuel, p. 67 also draws attention to the connection between water and repentance in the “baptism of repentance

for the forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4). (Preaching the Word: 1 Samuel—Looking for a Leader)

MacArthur - The pouring out of water before the Lord was a sign of repentance. This act is repeated in 2 Sam. 23:16.
(BORROW The MacArthur Study Bible)

TSK note - Grotius says, that the pouring out of water means the shedding of tears; and theTargum reads, "And they poured out
their hearts in penitence, as waters, before the Lord." Others suppose that it was done emblematically, to represent the contrition of
their hearts, and their desire to wash away their past offences. But some learned men conceive that it was poured out as a libation,
in token of joy, after they had fasted and confessed their sin, as they were wont to do in the feast of tabernacles. (See note on Nu.
29:35.)

And fasted on that day and said there, "We have sinned against the LORD."- The poured out water and poured out their hearts
(see Ps 62:8, Lam. 2:19). Israel reminds me of the old Pogo cartoon (see above) "We have met the enemy and he is us!" And so
Israel confesses their sin acknowledging that it is against Yahweh Himself, as all sin always is (cf Ps 51:4, Ge 39:9b)! Confession is
always a great way to clear the "airways" to the throne room of God in Heaven and begin a prayer meeting! The text does not
mention specific sins but we know from earlier texts that a major sin was idolatry. It is always reasonable for a prayer meeting to
began with confession of sins because Psalm 66:18 says "If | regard wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not hear." Proverbs
28:13+ adds "He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, But he who confesses and forsakes them will find compassion."
The nation will soon experience tangible (even audible) "compassion” from Yahweh!

Keil and Delitzsch - “There” subtly emphasizes that the words were spoken at the same place where the actions were done.

And Samuel judged (shaphat) the sons of Israel at Mizpah ("watchtower") - Samuel the Prophet is now also identified as Israel's
judge much like Eli had been (albeit not very successfully! 1Sa 4:18) Samuel would be Israel's last judge before the institution of the
monarchy. As judge Samuel settled domestic disputes among the people and guided in conduct of war as in the present section.

Woodhouse on Samuel judged - This statement draws our attention to the contrast between Eli’s failed leadership and, at this
point, Samuel’s effective leadership. Eli “judged” Israel for forty years, and at the end of it, all the glory had departed from Israel (1
Samuel 4:18, 22+). At Mizpah Samuel had “judged” Israel, and the glory had returned. They were God’s people again. Preaching
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the Word: 1 Samuel—Looking for a Leader)

Keil and Delitzsch - “Judging the people ... [consisted] in the fact that Samuel summoned the nation to Mizpeh to humble itself
before Jehovah, and there secured for it, through his intercession, the forgiveness of its sin, and a renewal of the favor of its God,
and thus restored the proper relation between Israel and its God, so that the Lord could proceed to vindicate His people’s rights
against their foes.”

MacArthur - At this point Samuel is introduced as the judge of Israel. His judgeship encompassed both domestic leadership and the
conduct of war. The word links the text back to the last comment about Eli who judged 40 years (4:18). Samuel is shown to be the
one taking over Eli’s judgeship. He served as the last judge before the first king (cf. 1 Kin. 8:50). (BORROW The MacArthur Study
Bible)

Wiersbe has an interesting note - Two considerations suggest that this meeting occurred during the time of the Feast of
Tabernacles. First, the people poured out water before the Lord, which became a practice at the Feast of Tabernacles,
commemorating the times the Lord provided water in the wilderness (John 7:37-39). Second, the people fasted, and this was
required only on the annual Day of Atonement, which preceded the Feast of Tabernacles. The pouring out of the water could also
be seen as a drink offering, symbolizing total devotion to the Lord, for liquids poured out can't be recovered again. See Psalm
62:8; Lamentations 2:19; Philippians 2:17; 2 Timothy 4:6. The only official fast on the Jewish calendar was on the Day of Atonement,
but that didn’t prevent the people from fasting at other times. The situation was critical, and the nation needed to “come clean” with
the Lord. The key activity that day was their confession, “We have sinned against the Lord.” God’s covenant promise to Israel was
that He would forgive their sins if they sincerely confessed them to Him (Lev. 26:40—45), for no amount of sacrifices or rituals could

wash away their sins. (Bible Exposition Commentary - Old Testament)

Bergen - Thus at Mizpah began the ministry of Israel’s most venerable judge/prophet since Moses. In his role as judge, Samuel’s
task was to bring Israelite society into conformity with the Lord’s judgments and to mobilize the covenant people in the task of
bringing God’s judgments to bear on his enemies. Gordon draws parallels between Samuel’s activities at Mizpah and those of

Moses in Exodus 17-18.. (Borrow 1 & 2 Samuel - New American Commentary)

Judged (08199) shaphat is a verb that means to judge or govern. While it frequently translated judge, this is somewhat misleading
as shaphat is not typical of the modern concept of judge (as in a court of law), but is much more inclusive -- to function as ruler or
governor - individuals (Jdg. 16:31; 1 Sa 7:16), king (1 Ki. 3:9); even God Himself (Ps. 50:6; 75:7) because He is the source of
authority and will eventually conduct all judgments (Ps. 96:13). In a judicial sense shaphat could refer to the arbitration of civil,
domestic, and religious disputes (Dt. 25:1), fulfilled by the congregation (Nu 35:24), by individual judges (Ex 18:16; Dt. 1:16), by the
king (1 Sa 8:5, 6, 20) or by God Himself (Ge 16:5; 1 Sa 24:12, 15). Shapat refers to the activity of a third party who sits over two
parties at odds with one another. This third party hears their cases against one another and decides where the right is and what to
do about it (he functions as both judge and jury).

Shaphat in 1 Samuel thru 2 Chronicles- 1 Sam. 3:13; 1 Sam. 4:18; 1 Sam. 7:6; 1 Sam. 7:15; 1 Sam. 7:16;
1 Sam. 7:17; 1 Sam. 8:1; 1 Sam. 8:2; 1 Sam. 8:5; 1 Sam. 8:6; 1 Sam. 8:20; 1 Sam. 12:7; 1 Sam. 24:12; 1
Sam. 24:15; 2 Sam. 7:11; 2 Sam. 15:4; 2 Sam. 18:19; 2 Sam. 18:31; 1 Ki. 3:9; 1 Ki. 3:28; 1 Ki. 7:7; 1 Ki. 8:32;
2 Ki. 15:5; 2 Ki. 23:22; 1 Chr. 16:33; 1 Chr. 17:6; 1 Chr. 17:10; 1 Chr. 23:4; 1 Chr. 26:29; 2 Chr. 1:2; 2 Chr.
1:10; 2 Chr. 1:11; 2 Chr. 6:23; 2 Chr. 19:5; 2 Chr. 19:6; 2 Chr. 20:12; 2 Chr. 22:8; 2 Chr. 26:21

J J Knap - And Poured It Out 1 Samuel 7:6

From of old it has been the need of the human heart to express the feelings it was full of by an outwardly-visible action. The bride
appears in her white garment as an reflection of the happiness of her heart, and the sorrowing one wraps himself in the sombre
colour of mourning. It is this impulse that led the gathered people at Mizpeh to the symbolical action of which the text of today
speaks. The Philistines made them bow before them. Samuel urged them to turn with their whole heart to the Lord and to put away
the strange gods from among them, because of which the Lord had chastised them by the hand of the Philistines. The people
indeed humbled themselves, so that they unanimously confessed to have sinned against the Lord. Behold now how they
symbolically presented their inner shatteredness: they drew water in a vessel, and afterwards poured it out before the Lord’s
countenance. Like that water disappeared upon the earth and could not be collected from it again, so had all inward stubbornness,
all pride, and all strength disappeared from their innermost, now that they had been discovered to themselves. Poured out water is
gone. Likewise they were helpless and had become as nothing before Him, whose anger they had kindled. No, they no longer
wanted to maintain themselves before the highest Majesty. Inwardly they had surrendered before Him, who was so holy and
spotless and, besides, so powerful and glorious. And now this molten and feeble soul was before Him as poured out water!

What is our humility in comparison to this? Too often we seek the strength of our confession of guilt in an accumulation of
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condemning phrases under which the heart not seldom remains unbroken. This does not mean that the uttered confession of guilt
should be lacking. When we remain silent, our bones turn old and we torture the soul. However, the true humiliation is not contained
in the language of the lips only, but rather in the inner brokenness of the heart, of which the Psalmist sings somewhere: “Lord, | feel
my strength diminish and depart; Hasten to my rescue now; Save me, Patron, Lord of lords; Comfort me in my miseries, Thou great
Hearer of prayer!”

Oh, let us not be satisfied by pouring out the content of our soul before the Lord’s countenance in self-accusation and supplication,
no matter how indispensable it is. Let us also not be content with complaining to Him about guilt and misery, and asking Him for
mercy and redemption as if this were all that was needed. Rather, let our soul itself be poured out like running water before the most
high God,—in such a manner that she flows away powerlessly like water, however, to be afterwards comforted and blessed by Him.

1 Samuel 7:7 Now when the Philistines heard that the sons of Israel had gathered to Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines
went up against Israel. And when the sons of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines.

BGT 1 Samuel 7:7 ko kouoov 0 AA @uAol TI guvnBpo aBnooav Tmvreg 0 U o lopanA € ¢ Maoon@od Ko
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KJV 1 Samuel 7:7 And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel were gathered together to
Mizpeh, the lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard it, they were
afraid of the Philistines.

NET 1 Samuel 7:7 When the Philistines heard that the Israelites had gathered at Mizpah, the leaders of the
Philistines went up against Israel. When the Israelites heard about this, they were afraid of the Philistines.

CSB 1 Samuel 7:7 When the Philistines heard that the Israelites had gathered at Mizpabh, their rulers marched
up toward Israel. When the Israelites heard about it, they were afraid because of the Philistines.

ESV 1 Samuel 7:7 Now when the Philistines heard that the people of Israel had gathered at Mizpah, the lords
of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the people of Israel heard of it, they were afraid of the
Philistines.

NIV 1 Samuel 7:7 When the Philistines heard that Israel had assembled at Mizpah, the rulers of the
Philistines came up to attack them. And when the Israelites heard of it, they were afraid because of the
Philistines.

NLT 1 Samuel 7:7 When the Philistine rulers heard that Israel had gathered at Mizpah, they mobilized their
army and advanced. The lIsraelites were badly frightened when they learned that the Philistines were
approaching.

NRS 1 Samuel 7:7 When the Philistines heard that the people of Israel had gathered at Mizpah, the lords of
the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the people of Israel heard of it they were afraid of the
Philistines.

RSV 1 Samuel 7:7 Now when the Philistines heard that the people of Israel had gathered at Mizpah, the lords
of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the people of Israel heard of it they were afraid of the
Philistines.

YLT 1 Samuel 7:7 And the Philistines hear that the sons of Israel have gathered themselves to Mizpeh; and
the princes of the Philistines go up against Israel, and the sons of Israel hear, and are afraid of the presence of
the Philistines.

NKJ 1 Samuel 7:7 Now when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel had gathered together at Mizpabh,
the lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard of it, they were afraid
of the Philistines.

» afraid: 1Sa 13:6 17:11 Ex 14:10 2Ch 20:3
=« 1 Samuel 7 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

FEAR OF THE
PHILISTINES



Now when the Philistines heard that the sons of Israel had gathered to Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines went up against
Israel. - This event harkens back 20 years to the same threat Israel experienced at Ebenezer (1Sa 4:1,2+). But now their hearts had
changed so that Ebenezer ("Stone of help") would not be the place of defeat but the place of victory! The Philistines went up
against Israel because they may have expected an attack from Israel in view of such a large gathering.

And when the sons of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines- Don't miss the fact that in gathering to confess and
repent, the nation of Israel was hardly prepared for physical warfare which helps explain why they were fearful (contrast the situation
of the Philistines fear in 1Sa 4:7+!). God had Israel right where He wanted them - in their inadequacy, for then they could experience
His adequacy and He would receive the glory (cf 2Cor 12:9,10+) (IS THIS NOT A BASIC CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLE? cf 2Cor 3:5-6+,
2Cor 4:7+, etc). We are also reminded of Paul's words in 2 Corinthians 10:3+ "For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war
according to the flesh, 4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of
fortresses."

Sooner or later God will bring self-sufficient people to the place
where they have no resource but Him—no strength, no answers, nothing but Him.
-- Unknown

Woodhouse adds "In the accounts of both of the battles at Aphek/Ebenezer (1Sa 4+) there is no indication that the Israelites were
afraid of their adversary, although events proved that they had every reason to be. On this occasion we notice at least this difference
in the people of Israel. They were afraid. | do not think that it is reading too much into the account to suggest that there was a new
humility in Israel now. The earlier confidence can now be seen to have been presumption. They now knew better—and they were

afraid." (Preaching the Word: 1 Samuel—Looking for a Leader)

Robert Bergen offers another suggestion as to why the Philistine hornet's nest is being stirred up - In all likelihood the Philistines
had forbidden the Israelites to hold public assemblies since such meetings could easily be used to mobilize the tribes for war. Thus
“the rulers of the Philistines” dispatched a large military force to Mizpah “to attack them.”. (Borrow 1 & 2 Samuel - New American

Commentary)

1 Samuel 7:8 Then the sons of Israel said to Samuel, "Do not cease to cry to the LORD our God for us, that He may save us
from the hand of the Philistines."

BGT 1 Samuel 7:8 kax e mav 0 U O lopanA TP § ZOPOUNA Y TTOPXCIWT OG @ PV TO Y POV TP G K PIOV
Be v OOU K& O 0€l P G K XEIP G Ao® Awv

KJV 1 Samuel 7:8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto the LORD our God for us,
that he will save us out of the hand of the Philistines.

NET 1 Samuel 7:8 The Israelites said to Samuel, "Keep crying out to the LORD our God so that he may save
us from the hand of the Philistines!"

CSB 1 Samuel 7:8 The Israelites said to Samuel, "Don't stop crying out to the LORD our God for us, so that
He will save us from the hand of the Philistines."

ESV 1 Samuel 7:8 And the people of Israel said to Samuel, "Do not cease to cry out to the LORD our God for
us, that he may save us from the hand of the Philistines."

NIV 1 Samuel 7:8 They said to Samuel, "Do not stop crying out to the LORD our God for us, that he may
rescue us from the hand of the Philistines."

NLT 1 Samuel 7:8 "Don't stop pleading with the LORD our God to save us from the Philistines!" they begged
Samuel.

NRS 1 Samuel 7:8 The people of Israel said to Samuel, "Do not cease to cry out to the LORD our God for us,
and pray that he may save us from the hand of the Philistines."

RSV 1 Samuel 7:8 And the people of Israel said to Samuel, "Do not cease to cry to the LORD our God for us,
that he may save us from the hand of the Philistines."

YLT 1 Samuel 7:8 And the sons of Israel say unto Samuel, 'Keep not silent for us from crying unto Jehovah
our God, and He doth save us out of the hand of the Philistines.'

NKJ 1 Samuel 7:8 So the children of Israel said to Samuel, "Do not cease to cry out to the LORD our God for
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us, that He may save us from the hand of the Philistines."

NJB 1 Samuel 7:8 They said to Samuel, 'Do not stop calling on Yahweh our God to rescue us from the power
of the Philistines.'

NAB 1 Samuel 7:8 and said to Samuel, "Implore the LORD our God unceasingly for us, to save us from the
clutches of the Philistines."

LXE 1 Samuel 7:8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry to the Lord thy God for us, and
he shall save us out of the hand of the Philistines.

ASV 1 Samuel 7:8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto Jehovah our God for us,
that he will save us out of the hand of the Philistines.

DBY 1 Samuel 7:8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry to Jehovah our God for us, that
he will save us out of the hand of the Philistines.

= Cease : etc. Heb. Be not silent from us from crying, 1Sa 12:19-24 Isa 37:4 62:1,6,7 Jas 5:16
= 1 Samuel 7 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passage:

Psalm 20:7 Some boast in chariots and some in horses, Butwe will boast in the name of the LORD, our
God.

Psalm 99:6 Moses and Aaron were among His priests, And Samuel was among those who called on His
name; They called upon the LORD and He answered them.

ISRAEL PROMPTED TO
ASK FOR INTERCESSION

Then - When? What prompted their request for Samuel to intercede? Fear of the enemy. When fear drives us to Jehovabh, that is a
good response. What a contrast with their response to the Philistines in 1Sa 4:3+ "Let us take to ourselves from Shiloh the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, that it may come among us and deliver us from the power of our enemies.” Now they go to Samuel to go to
the God of the Ark 